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Dear Teachers!
This year, The Play Group are excited to present “Elementary Watson,” 
a brand new murder mystery featuring the world’s most famous 
Consulting Detective. Sherlock and his loyal companion Wat-
son have to deal with an inexplicable death and an invisible, 
silent killer.
As the action unfolds, viewers are invited to note events which 
may - or may not - reveal the identity of the killer! 
:H�KRSH�WKDW�\RX�ÀQG�WKLV�PDWHULDO�XVHIXO�WR�SUHSDUH�\RXU�VWX-
dents for the performance and help them appreciate and learn 
English in a unique, live context.

About the performance
The play lasts about 55 minutes 
and is suitable for all levels of 
English learners, from primary 
schools to universities. 
For younger audiences, the 
language is simple and acces-
sible. For advanced learners, the 
actors use more idiomatic language, in-
cluding complex syntax and vocabulary. 

Interactive!
We always involve the spectators 
in the action, including some sim-
ple speaking roles on the stage. 
But we prefer that you do not tell 
them before, since it can make 
them anxious! 

About the teachers material
We design this packet to help prepare your 
students for the show and maximise the ben-
HÀWV�IRU�\RXU�WHDFKLQJ��7KH�PDWHULDO�LQFOXGHV�
activities about the story, key vocabulary and 
the life and times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
We suggest you download and print one 
copy of the packet, which consists of this 
teachers’ letter and a Worksheet for students. 
Look through the various activities, then de-
cide which exercises are right for your class.

This material is designed for interactive 
whiteboards (LIM). We welcome your com-
ments and feedback! 
our email: actors@theplaygroup.eu

Short of time? 
:H�VXJJHVW�\RX�FRQFHQWUDWH�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�IHZ�DFWLYLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�VWRU\�
and the Essential Vocabulary. Then choose any others that suit your class. Kim’s game (p5 of 
this booklet) is suitable for all levels.

actors@theplaygroup.eu
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p2 Story Summary
These are the simplest versions of the story “Elementary Watson”. But 
obviously we prefer not to reveal exactly what happens! Use these sum-
maries in any way you please... as a dictation exercuse, reading aloud 
with your class or teaching from your LIM. Ask students if they know 
the story...

p3 Vocabulary
Here are many of the most important words used during the perfor-
mance. Knowing these terms will give your students the best chance of 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�VKRZ�DQG�JHWWLQJ�WKH�JUHDWHVW�OLQJXLVWLF�EHQHÀW�
$VN�VWXGHQWV�WR�ÀOO�RXW�WKH�YRFDEXODU\�OLVW��ZKLFK�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�QRXQV��
adjectives/adverbs and verbs. Three examples are already provided. The 
translations are given at the bottom - if needed.

p5-6 Criminal mask
Criminals often like to change their appearance! In this exercise, students 
create their own masks with optional beard and glasses or, of course, in 
any way they choose. Ask them to cut out the basic face-mask in paper or 
cardboard and cutting holes where indicated. Then it can be customised 
as they please. During the show, they will be invited to put them on! 

p7 Arthur Conan Doyle
The creator of Sherlock Holmes led a fascinating life, with many ups and 
GRZQV��$V�D�TXDOLÀHG�GRFWRU��ZKR�ZRXOG�KDYH�H[SHFWHG�KLP�WR�SURGXFH��
JURXQG�EUHDNLQJ�ZRUNV�RI�ÀFWLRQ"�2U�WR�FUHDWH�D�FKDUDFWHU�ZKR�ZRXOG�
PDNH�OLWHUDU\�KLVWRU\"�7KLV�FOR]H�H[HUFLVH�VKRXOG�HQFRXUDJH�\RXU�VWX-
dents to show an interest in the author’s career! 

p8 Famous Detectives
This activity is simple - and fun! Students could work in pairs or small 
groups. Photocopy page P8 and give them out. They simply have to 
identify some famous TV detectives. Don’t worry if they can’t get them 
all! ANSWERS: 1. Axel Foley (Eddie Murphy) Kojak, 3. Inspector Der-
rick 4. Horatio Caine from CSI, 5. Criminal Minds, 6. NCIS, 7. TJ Hooker, 
8 Lethal Weapon (Arma Letale), 9. Colombo, 10. Magnum, 11. Rex, 12. 
Montalbano. 

p4 Vocabulary Pictures
Write the following words on the board and ask students to match them 
with the correct image:
1) poison, 2) house and garden, 3) curlers, 4) to gamble, 5) postcard, 6) 
butler, 7) hairdresser,  8) funeral
Answers: A7, B5, C1, D6, E4, F8, G3, H2 



p9 Fingerprints / You are the detective
,Q�WKLV�VLPSOH�H[HUFLVH��VWXGHQWV�DUH�LQWURGXFHG�WR�ÀQJHUSULQWV��7KHQ�
with evidence from the death of Mr Black, they are invited to play de-
tective and investigate a possible crime.
Answer: Of course Mr Black was murdered! The murderer was Mrs. 
Orange.

Dbf�l�`Zf^�!]^m^\mbo^l"
NO PHOTOCOPIES NEEDED FOR THIS 
GAME!
But you do need 10 everyday objects, of 
which 2 or 3 are possible murder weapons 
(like a toy pistol, a knife, a hammer, a pair of 
scissors). Include ordinary objects like tooth-
brush, a coin, keys, a sock, sunglasses, etc. If 
you have a magnifying glass, it will add to 
the atmosphere of the mystery.

BEFORE the lesson, place these objects on a 
desk and cover them so they cannot be seen 
by the students.
Explain to the students that a murder has 
been committed and that they are now foren-
sic detectives. Like many famous detectives, 
they should work in pairs. Ask them to take a 
pen and paper. 
Remove the cover and ask them to come and 
examine the evidence - perhaps not all at the 
same time. IMPORTANT: Tell them, as good 
detectives, they must not  touch anything, 
EHFDXVH�YDOXDEOH�HYLGHQFH�DQG�ÀQJHUSULQWV�
might be on the items. They should write 
down the names of all the objects on your 
desk. Help them if they don’t know the En-
glish words. Give students any vocabulary 
you think might be helpful.
When they return to their seats, they should 
begin to reconstruct the murder. Their story 
MUST contain at least 5 of the objects (not 
all). 
:KHQ�WKH\�KDYH�ÀQLVKHG�ZULWLQJ�WKHLU�VWR-
ries, ask students to read them to the class.

Typical vocabulary
(in addition to your chosen objects) may 
include:  house, room, night, killer, victim, to 
sleep, to hit, to stab, to shoot, to use, to climb, 
to drop, to take, to forget, to steal, escape, to 
break

Elementary  Level
Ask the students to remember the items they 
saw and write a list - preferably in English!

Advanced level
Ask students to tell their stories to another 
pair. Each couple should try to discredit the 
story they are told, and to explain why their 
own story is better!



i*)�Fk�Fneeb`Zg�l�fnk]^k�frlm^kr
Mystery stories and murder thrillers have always been very popular, for people of 
all ages! Not only are they often action-packed, but they also encourage students to 
ZDQW�WR�UHDG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VROYH�WKH�P\VWHU\�DQG�ÀQG�RXW�ZKR�GLG�LW��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�
UHVRXUFHV�RQOLQH��IRU�H[DPSOH��ZZZ�P\VWHU\�QHW�RͿHUV�D�ZLGH�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�P\VWHULHV�
which are updated regularly. The format is to provide a brief description of the mys-
tery and then a series of clues, one at a time. Mr Mulligan’s murder mystery is taken 
from this website. Or consult the internet if you would like more.
Photocopy pages 10 and 11 of the students booklet and give them to the class (one 
between two or small groups)
1. Warm Up. Write the word “Whodunit” up on the board. Ask if students know 
what it means. Explain that it is slang short form (from the Cockney criminal under-
ZRUOG��IRU�WKH�SKUDVH�´:KR�GLG�LW"µ��DQG�DQRWKHU�ZRUG�IRU�P\VWHU\�VWRULHV�EHFDXVH�
ZKHQ�\RX�UHDG�P\VWHULHV��\RX�UHDG�WR�ÀQG�RXW�ZKRGXQLW�
Ask if students enjoy reading mysteries or watching them on TV and which are 
WKHLU�IDYRXULWHV��<RX�FDQ�GLVFXVV�IDPRXV�GHWHFWLYHV�DQG�DXWKRUV�DQG�WKH�GLͿHUHQFH�
between detective stories, police procedurals (which focus on how police solve a 
P\VWHU\�ZLWK�ODE�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�GLͿHUHQW�OHJDO�LVVXHV���DQG�P\VWHU\�VWRULHV�WKDW�PD\�
or may not allow the reader to solve them. Ask why people like mysteries in general 
and discuss whether it is good to read about murder and crime.
1RZ�\RX�FRXOG�LQWURGXFH�VRPH�YRFDEXODU\�VXFK�DV��DOLEL��VXVSHFW��ZLWQHVV��FOXH��ÀQ-
gerprint. Another fun warm up is to write up, or name, famous detectives and have 
them name the author who created the detective. Now tell students that you are 
going to solve a mystery together.
For this exercise we have chosen the mystery “Murder of a Millionaire” which is 
designed to be printed out and used in the classroom. Read the situation with your 
students and check comprehension. Give them plenty of time to read and absorb 
HYHU\WKLQJ�DQG�IRUP�K\SRWKHVHV�DERXW�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG��1RZ�UHDG�WKH�ÀUVW�FOXH�
WRJHWKHU��$VN�WKHP�WR�VSHFXODWH�RQ�ZKDW�WKH�FOXH�PHDQV��:K\�PLJKW�LW�EH�VLJQLÀ-
FDQW"�2QFH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�ÀQLVKHG�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�FOXH��UHDG�WKH�QH[W�RQH��$VN�WKHP�WR�
GLVFXVV�WKH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�WKH�QHZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ��$V�\RX�UHDG�PRUH�FOXHV��WKH\�ZLOO�EH�
IRUFHG�WR�UHYLVH�HDUOLHU�LGHDV�DQG�ÀQDOO\�WR�PDNH�DFFXVDWLRQV��)LQDOO\��ZKHQ�WKH�FOXHV�
DUH�ÀQLVKHG��DVN�IRU�WKHLU�RSLQLRQV��<RXU�VWXGHQWV�FDQ�QRZ�HLWKHU�ZULWH�WKHLU�RZQ�
VROXWLRQV�RU�WDNH�LW�LQ�WXUQV�WR�WHOO�WKHP�WR�WKH�FODVV��:KR�GLG�LW"�2QFH�WKH\�DJUHH�RQ�
who the murderer was you can hand out or read the solution to them. 
ANSWER: 
Mr. Mulligan was killed by the President of DotcomTV, Mr. Hartley, who suspect-
ed that Mr. Mulligan was going to ruin the company and feared he would lose his 
MRE��0U��+DUWOH\�NQHZ�DERXW�WKH�VHFUHW�GRRU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�EHGURRP�DQG�WKH�RFH��VR�
when Mrs. Mulligan and the Johnsons were distracted by the shooting stars, at about 
8 pm, he slipped through the bedroom door from the balcony and opened the secret 
GRRU�WR�WKH�RFH��+H�VDZ�WKDW�0U��0XOOLJDQ�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�GRFXPHQWV�WR�FORVH�7HOHWDON�
DQG�RSHQ�D�FKDULW\��0U��+DUWOH\�WRRN�D�VZRUG�RͿ�WKH�ZDOO�DQG�VWDEEHG�0U��0XOOL-
gan through the heart and then stole the paper. He locked the door, left through the 
secret door and came back on the balcony, just in time to hear the lawyer return and 
start shouting.  



Story summary
One day, the elderly, aristocrat 
widow Lady Blackwood dies in 
mysterious circumstances. Her 
funeral takes place so quickly 
that many of her friends and 
distant relatives are unable to  
attend. The police fail to make 
any progress in the case, so 
they call for the noted detective 
Sherlock Holmes and his loyal 
assistant, Doctor Watson. 
Sherlock decides that this is 
an ideal opportunity for Wat-
son to use his detective skills 
and puts him in charge of the 
case. Watson interrogates the 
members of Lady Blackwood’s 
household. First Sir Julian, Lady 
Blackwood’s nephew,  who had 
frequently asked his aunt for 
PRQH\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�ÀQDQFH�KLV�
gambling addictions. 
Then Watson interviews Lady 
Blackwood’s faithful butler, 
James, but is very suspicious. 
When Sherlock Holmes returns 

to the scene of the crime, Wat-
son explains his theories of how 
Lady Blackwood was killed.
With brilliant logic and acute 
observation, Sherlock discovers 
further clues, including a mys-
terious curler. He decides to 
send Watson to a distant, exotic 
land to get more information 
about the curler. After meeting a 
series of strange and fascinating 

characters, Watson returns with 
some very important and sur-
prising information.
What really happened to Lady 
Blackwood? Was she killed by 
her desperate nephew for her 
money? Or was the killer her 
faithful butler James? 
Before Sherlock Holmes reveals 
the truth, the audience will be 
invited to judge for themselves.

Sintesi della storia
Un giorno l’aristocratica vedo-
va Lady Blackwood muore in 
circostanze misteriose. Il suo 
funerale si svolge così in fretta 
che molti dei suoi amici e paren-
ti non sono in grado di parteci-
parvi.
La polizia è incapace di fare pro-
gressi nell’indagine; si decide 

di  chiamare il noto detective 
Sherlock Holmes e il  suo fedele 
assistente, Doctor Watson.
Sherlock Holmes decide che 
si tratta dell’occasione ideale 
per incaricare Doctor Watson 
dell’indagine sul caso. 
Watson interroga i famigliari 
di Lady Blackwood. In primo 
luogo viene sentito il nipote Sir 
Julian, che spesso chiedeva soldi 
DOOD�]LD�SHU�ÀQDQ]LDUH�OH�VXH�
costose abitudini di gioco. Suc-
cessivamente viene interrogato 
il fedele maggiordomo di Lady 
Blackwood, James, che appare 
anch’egli molto sospetto.
Quando Sherlock Holmes torna 
sul luogo del delitto, Watson gli 
spiega le propie teorie sul come 
e da chi Lady Blackwood sia 
stata uccisa.

Con logica brillante e acuta 
osservazione, Sherlock sco-
pre ulteriori indizi, tra cui un 
bigodino misterioso. Decide di 
DGDUH�D�:DWVRQ�XQD�PLVVLRQH�
importante per acquisire mag-
giori informazioni sul bigodino.
Watson intraprende un lun-
go viaggio in terra lontana ed 
esotica. Dopo aver incontrato 
una serie di personaggi strani 
HG�DͿDVFLQDQWL��WRUQD�FRQ�DOFXQL�
indizi molto importanti e sor-
prendenti.
Che cosa è realmente accaduto a 
Lady Blackwood? È stata uccisa 
GDOO·DͿDPDWR�QLSRWH�SHU�LO�VXR�
denaro o è stato il il suo fedele 
maggiordomo James? Prima che 
Sherlock Holmes riveli la verità, 
il pubblico sarà invitato a giudi-
care da sé.
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Vocabulary Pictures
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Criminal Mask
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Beards

Glasses
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Arthur Conan Doyle
Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan 
Doyle (more commonly 
known as “Conan Doyle”) 
was  ____________ on 22 May, 
1859 in Scotland. Doyle was a 
____________ by profession, 
and also a writer in his free 
time. His stories about the  
____________ Sherlock Holmes 
are considered revolution-
DU\� LQ� FULPH� ÀFWLRQ�� +H� ZDV�
D� SUROLÀF� ZULWHU� ZKRVH� RWKHU��
____________  include science 
ÀFWLRQ�� SOD\V� DQG� URPDQFHV��
poetry and historical novels. 
Conan Doyle ____________ 
to a Catholic school, then 
from 1876 to 1881 he studied 
____________  at Edinburgh 
University. 
At an early age, Conan Doyle 
also began writing short 
BBBBBBBBBBBB�� WKH� ÀUVW� � ZDV�
published before he was twen-
ty years old. After qualifying at 
university, he worked as a naval 
doctor on a ship sailing to West 

Africa. In 1882 he established a 
medical practice in Portsmouth 
but to begin with, it was not 
very ____________. 
As a result, Conan Doyle 
returned to writing stories 
DQG� FRPSRVHG� KLV� ÀUVW� QRY-
el. But this was not an imme-
diate success, since it was not 
SXEOLVKHG� XQWLO� ������+LV� ÀUVW�
important work, A Study in 
Scarlet, appeared in 1887. This 
LQFOXGHG� WKH� ÀUVW� DSSHDUDQFH�
of Sherlock Holmes. More 

short stories featuring Sherlock 
Holmes were ____________ in 
the English Strand Magazine. 
The character was based one 
of his university teachers, who 
was famous for his deduction 
and analytical skills.
Conan Doyle was also a very 
____________ sportsman, play-
ing cricket, ____________ and 
golf to a very high standard. 
In late 1885, Conan Doyle  
____________ Louise Hawkins. 
Sadly, she fell ill and died in 
1906. The next year, he married 
Jean Elizabeth Leckie, whom 
KH� KDG� ÀUVW�PHW� DQG� IDOOHQ� LQ�
love with in 1897. 
&RQDQ� 'R\OH� KDG� ÀYH��
____________. He had two with 
KLV�ÀUVW�ZLIH�DQG�WKUHH�ZLWK�KLV�
second. He died on 7 July 1930 
in  Sussex, England.

Fill in the missing words 
from this list

published, went, 
works, married, born, 
football, successful, 
enthusiastic, detec-
tive, children,  medi-
cine, stories, doctor



Famous detectives
Can you identify them?
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Mr. Black is dead! He was discovered 
with a pistol in his hand. Next to his 
body is a “suicide note”. 

<RX�ÀQG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�SDUW�RI�D�ÀQJHU-
print on the pistol.

7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV��LV�WKLV�ÀQJHUSULQW�0U�
Black’s? And is the suicide note genu-
ine?

Fingerprints
)LQJHUSULQWV�DUH�RQ�EDELHV·�ÀQJHUV�EHIRUH�WKH\�DUH�
born and are 100% unique - no two people have ex-
DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�ÀQJHUSULQW��)LQJHUSULQWV�FDQ�UHPDLQ�
for years on objects if they are not cleaned.
,Q�������IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH��ÀQJHUSULQWV�ZHUH�XVHG�
to substitute signatures on documents. In 1880, a 
British doctor named Henry Faulds discovered that 
ÀQJHUSULQWV�DW�WKH�VFHQH�RI�D�FULPH�FRXOG�LGHQWLI\�
the criminal. 

You are the detective

Now solve the case.
���:KDW�W\SH�RI�ÀQJHUSULQWV�GLG�WKH�NLOOHU�
have? Loop / Whorl / Arch

2. Did Mr Black commit suicide? Yes / No

3. If not, who killed Mr Black? 
____________________

4. Can you imagine why Mr Black was killed? 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

People who visited Mr Black today:
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Fk�Fneeb`Zg�l�fnk]^k�frlm^kr

These people were at the house:

Mr. James Mulligan, million-
aire and owner of DotcomTV, 
a successful multimedia 
company, was found dead 
LQ�KLV�KRPH�RFH�DW�����SP�
last night. Mr Mulligan was 
discovered on his desk with a 
pen in one hand. 

He had been stabbed through 
the heart by a sharp object.

He had invited a number of  
guests to his country home 
for the weekend. This co-
incided with watching the 
shooting stars in the sky.
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Solve the mystery of who killed Mr. Mulligan

Consider why each clue is important 
before you read the next clue. 
Read each clue one at a time.

1) Mr. Mulligan collected old weapons and 
KXQJ�WKHP�RQ�KLV�RFH�ZDOO��2QH�VZRUG�ZDV�
missing when he was found.
2) Dinner ended at 7:30pm, when everyone 
went out to the balcony to watch the shooting 
stars. Sarah went to the kitchen to wash the 
dishes and she stayed there until 8:15pm when 
she heard the lawyer shouting and came run-
ning to see what had happened.
3) At 7:35pm, Mr. Mulligan and his lawyer 
left the balcony saying they had some private 
business. They went directly to Mr. Mulligan’s 
SULYDWH�RFH�
4) At 8:15, everyone heard the lawyer shouting 
DQG�WKH\�UDQ�IURP�WKH�EDOFRQ\�WR�ÀQG�KLP�EDQJ-
LQJ�RQ�0U��0XOOLJDQ·V�RFH�GRRU�ZKLFK�ZDV�
locked. Mr. Hartley broke down the door and 
everyone saw the body.
5) The lawyer had been stealing money from the 
company and had about £5 million in a secret 
Swiss bank account.
6) The lawyer said that at about 8pm, he had left 
0U��0XOOLJDQ·V�RFH�WR�JR�WR�WKH�EDWKURRP��$I-
ter that he went to the kitchen to ask Sarah for a 
JODVV�RI�ZLQH��+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�RFH�DW������WR�
ÀQG�LW�ORFNHG�DQG�LPPHGLDWHO\�EHJDQ�EDQJLQJ�
on the door and shouting for Mr. Mulligan to 
open the door.
7) Police found a note in Mrs. Johnson’s pocket. 
It read, “I’m sorry, darling. James and I have 
been seeing each other for a year or so now. 
But I’m going to end it tonight. Please forgive 
me…”
8) Dinner had been a bit late because no one 
FRXOG�ÀQG�0U��-RKQVRQ�RU�0UV��0XOOLJDQ��$IWHU�
15 minutes, they both came down together. Mrs. 
Mulligan’s face was red.
9) The missing sword was found in Mr. and 
Mrs. Mulligan’s bedroom.

10) Sarah told police that she had told Mrs. Mul-
ligan once that Mr. Mulligan may have another 
ZRPDQ��0UV��0XOOLJDQ�VDLG��´,I�,�HYHU�ÀQG�RXW��
I’ll kill him.”
11) Mr. Johnson had been in love with Mrs. Mul-
ligan many years ago, but Mr. Mulligan pro-
SRVHG�WR�KHU�ÀUVW�
12) A piece of blue cloth was found in Mr. Mulli-
JDQ·V�RFH�
13) Mrs. Mulligan spilled her red wine when 
everyone moved from the dining room to the 
EDOFRQ\��,W�ZHQW�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ÁRRU�
14) Mr. Mulligan had recently started talking 
about how he should use his money to do good 
in the world, instead of just making more mon-
ey.
15) Only Mr. Hartley, Mrs. Mulligan and Mr. 
Johnson were wearing blue.
16) The balcony had two doors–one led to the 
dining room and the other led to Mr. and Mrs. 
Mulligan’s bedroom.
15) Mr. Mulligan had called Mr. Hartley and 
said that he was going to make big changes to 
the company soon.
17) Although Mr. Mulligan was found with a 
pen in his hand, no paper was found on the 
desk or near it.
18) Police found red stains in the carpet in the 
bedroom. They led from the balcony door to the 
middle of the western wall.
����0U��0XOOLJDQ·V�RFH�ZDV�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�
west side of his bedroom.
20) The President of DotcomTV stood behind 
everyone else during the shooting star show 
and no one remembered him speaking or react-
ing at all to the stars.
21) A little before 8:15, Mrs. Mulligan heard 
Mrs. Johnson crying and turned around to give 
her a handkerchief. Mrs. Johnson was patting 
Mr. Johnson’s back and saying, “I’m sorry.”
22) Mr. Mulligan had once called Mr. Hartley 
to ask him if he knew any architects who could 
build secret doors.


